>/0 



rHE B£AeK WOOD 

WANTS YOU T0 TUNE ,N 0N THt W0R 



MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM-- 




TOP NOT C 







\ \ FLEfiC 



>FTER BREAKING UP A BOGUS MEDICINE SHOW GANG, WHO WB8I 
ING THE INHABITANTS OP CATPlSM CREEK , PCKSY. ThS HIll.HLLy 
\5WERlFF 15 APPROACHED BY A MYSTERIOUS STKANflER /// 




I*-' 




QUITE A 
SKIRMISH YOU 
HAD WITH THOSE 
.RUFFIANS, LAD/ 
WAY I flIVB YOU 




YOUR PROFESSION 
AFFORDS YOU A 
GOOD MANY 
StmRILLS, I WILL 
WAQER, 6K 
/AY LAD ? 




1 5MALL IGNORE 
YOUR INFANTILE 
l PHRASES FOR THE 
'PRESENT/ WE WILL 

GET ON WITH OUR 

PLEASE BE 

SEATED/ 



5MO NUFP/THABB 
THE KINDA WORK 
AH LIKES— BEIN' 
SEATED/ 



» t<\ 



fe* 



II 



^ 



/•fV, DR.ZOOX, 
WHUT FO IS YO' 
$TRAPPlN' MC 

UP THI5 A WAY/ 
AH CAN'T /AOvE 
NOHOW / 



Ahmh~*ut you V. 

SOON WILL, *AY BOY/ 
A LONG. LONG JOURNJY 
BACK INTO THE 
ANNAL5 OP 
TIME / 



• • 




NOW. IP WY MACHINE 
II A SUCCESS, YOUR 
DESIRE TO HAVE 
LIVED IN THE 
DAYS OP FAMOUS 
CRIMINALS WILL 
BE FULFILLED f 



. LEMME 

I LOOSE -AH 

DONE 
CHANGED 
MAH JAIND/ 



fa 








HMMM.. THBT MUST I 
8E THEAA^HO NUPP.. 
ALL WGHT YO FSLLANSX 





PO'TY CROOKS? MAN, 

IF AH CAN ONLY CAPTURE THEM, 
AW'LL 9E THH GHBATEST SHURlFF 
IN HISTORY / *£/ tf4£M SAID, THEY 
WAS HIDING DOWN HYAR SOMEWHAR 




MOMAY/ 



[ 

KaH 0ON1 KETCH W 
F MB THE 
SO'TY 

TH/BVBS/ ' 




THIEV&S? 
BY ALLAH, WE BE 
MON00T MEN, 
ONLY WAITING TO 
HAVE OU8 &KNTS 




&AAAY— whuT'$ this? 

WHY THIS IS THE SKONK 

thht'S always CHOPPisa 

WOOMIN'S HAID5 OFF/ 
AH WILL DO MAH DOOTY 
AN 1 BRING HIM TO 

JUSTICE/ YB6SUH/ 



Mil 






? 



A - 










OM WHAR CAN AH 

KETCH ME A 
RE-SPKCK-TAtLt 





7> 



..THEN, JOAN'S TURN WILL 
COMB NEXT.. BC3AP THIS NOT 
BEING A3LC TO HiRC A DECENT 
HAIR DRESSER »• DRIVING 
ME NUTS/ 



i v 



^ 



W 



B*v J 



V) 



>i>^ 



X 



/( 



^\ 




TRAIN // 





V JESSE JAMES, 

YO' HAS ROBBED 








* 29 



^O* MEANS AH 
MAINT IN 

[V A. TALL? 
r WHAR'S 

DZ.ZOOK? 







WE'RE TAKING HI/A 
TO THE BOOBY HATCH! 
INDS LIKE HE HAS 






/ CMON, BUB, SNAP 
I OUTA IT/ TOU GOT 
\ A BAD BUMP ON 
(THE NOQQIN / 




MAN, O50V, THE WORLD IS 
6MO PILLIN' UP WlPF DAFFY 
PEOPlES/ME FO HOME, 

AND A GOOD MESS OF 
CATFI5H // 



■••.«• 



V J'«^ 



*b&* * 



n 



R 



UT BE WITH US AGAIN, AND 
S IF POKEY FINDS HIS 
PEACE ON EABTH / 



M 



r/J 



M'n 






lib 



A&W OF 

MYSTERY 



\l 



t 






>1 




f 



f 



Listen to tub slack hqoos oath on 
station woq-mutual. evegv pay/ 



T THE 9LACK HOOD, 
OO SOLCMNLV 
SWEAR THAT 

NEITHER THREATS 
NOR BRIBES NOR 
EULLETS NOR 
DEATH IT3ELF- 
SHALL KEEP ME 
FROM FULFILLING 
MV SACKED VOW.. 
TO £MS£ CA/ME 
FROM THE FACE 
OF THE EARTH f! 



4 












OH, THANK "\ I 
HEAVENS YOU U 
CAME, OEF/CER. 




... "ON THE FORCE 
FOR TWENTY-FIVE 

YEARS, AND YOU'VE 
ALWAYS CAUGHT C*OOK$ 
WITH THE END O' YOUR 
NIGHT STICK " UNQUOTE/, 




THAT WAS BORLAND') SO YOU 
SOMEBODY WAS <(QAVE MIR 
STABBED TO DEATH) A BEAT 
AT 17 HEW PLACE. J THAT 
LETS GO, AAENf ^ WOULD 

KEEP HIM 




VEP, HE'S DEAD, 
ALL RIGHT. NOW I'LL 
ASK SOME QUESTIONS? 
WHO ARE YOU, LADY 



AND I AM KALI MA*, 
M YSTIC AND SPIRITU- 
ALIST? AT YOUR 
SERVICE/ 



I AM MRS. 
MAR/ON, THIS 
IS MY HQME- 
ANO THE DEAD 
MAN WAS MY} 
SUTLER 



WE JUST RETURN- 
ED FROM KALI- 
MAR'S PLACE <£SPIRITU- 
WH£RE I WAS IAT\ AUSMf 

'COMMUNION WITHJhOOEY^ 

AAY LATE 
HUSBAND 



V 



>.< 



•/I 






/ 



rf 



/ ASSURE YOU MY ART IS NOT 
"HOOEY t" AS yOU CALL IT. I 
SHOULD BE GLAD TO GIVE YOU 
A DEMONSTRATION ANY TIME, 
YOU 
PLEASE. 'a 



ANVMV, SERGEANT, 
I GAVE THE EVEN- 
ING Off TO MY 
DOMESTICS. WHILE 
I ATTENDED THE 
SEANCEf 



^JL 



THEN WHAT WAS 
VOUR BUTLER 
DOING IN THE 
HOUSE f 



THAT'S ORWDUSf 
HE MUST HAVE 
RETURNED UNEX- 
PECTEDL Y / 



ft 






\ 



AND MURDERED 



I'VE GOT IT/ THE BUTLER )\ HIMSELF AFTER / NONE 0' 
KNEW THERE 'D BE NO ( .HE'D DONE IT, I J yfft SARCASM, 
ONE HERE-SO RE RE -] ^ SUPPOSE.' j~\ BORLAND' 
TURNED TO ROB THE 
HOUSE/ 



K 



MS 



^ • 






I'VE GOT THE 
FINGERPRINTS 
OFF THIS KNIFE 
SARGEt 

WE'LL CHEC$ 
'EM AT HEAD- 
QUARTERS/ 



NICE WORK 
M00NEY/ 



1/ 



X 



v*w 



2^ 



IN THE FINGERPRINT 
DEPARTMENT AT POLICE 
HEADQUARTERS... 




'SSf 




m 




x 



i 



; ' 



GLASS EYE... 1*/" NOW THAT W EXACTLY/ THAT W / THINK I 
HMM... SAY BABS\ YOU MENTION\ MAYOR MAY NOT] , KNOW WHAT 

MEAN ANYTHING- M rOU MEAN. YOU 



BUT DO SOME • 
THING FOR ME 
W/LL YOU, BARS? 



WANT ME TO 
GET A FINGER- 
PRINT OP KALIMAR. 
EN/... CONSIDER 
IT OONEf 








THE HOOD IMMEDIATELY R£- 
TURNS TO HIS APAR T 'MB NT 

HELLO f 

&-\ if HOOD f ANY 
DEVELOP- 
MENTS P 



D/D YOU l^V YOU BET f 

GET W0S£Y* JGH7 ON 7HfS 

P/NGER- AWN/TYC/ISE- 

PRINTS e Ws/GNED. SEALED 
AND DELIVERED 



V 



f 



PLENTY, 
BARBARA / 



V -^ 



v 



_l*l 



KALIMARS 
FINGERPRINTS 
WILE ANSWER 
THAT -Sy^^N. 



ISA 



7 



c 



r* 



) 



6^2 



' i 



SOMEWHAT LATER, IN RAU- 
MARS OPP/CE WHERE A 
CUSTOMER IS BEING 

ENTERTAINED. . . 




HOOD! YOU REALLY 
TNIN/C XALIMAR AND 
GLASS-EYE ^ AN NET 
ARE ONE AND 
THE SAME 
PERSON ? 






S, 



j& 



*£ 



i 



HOW LET'S COM PARS 
'EM WITH THE PRINTS 
OP CLASS 'EYE 
GANNETA 



DON'T GO 

BY ME, / 

WOULDN'T KNOW 

WHETHER THEY'RE] L*' 
THE SAME OB 
NOT r 



WELL, I WOULDf THEY ARE! 
AND RALIMAR. ALIAS GLASS-EYE 
GANNET IS ABOUT TO PECEIYE 
A VERY UNWELCOME CLIENT 
THE BLACK HQOO / 



rw 



**.. 



*l——. 



is 



MOVf/YG P/CTU&£ 'SEE MADAM. BUT 
HUSBANDS SPIPIT <Ipr j £ cTOR> IS /N C REM EMBER/ AN SWE& 




HOPE THE 



YOU SHALL SOON 



YYORM/NG 



ANY QUEST/ON HE \ 
ASHS-OR THE SPIRITU- 
BOND WILL Bt 
BROKEN! 




THEN, THE ROOM DARKENS. 
AND 7 HE BLACKNESS IMMEDI- 
ATE! Y IS LIGHTED UP BY AN 
ONE art my GLOW 

wmmmm 



i 



IT IT'S 
CHARLES, MY 
HUSBAND r 



EMMA f I HAVE 
NOT MUCH 
TIME ANSWER 

QUICKLY? 

WHAT HAVE 
YOU DONE 
WITH THE 
MONEY i 

LEFT YOU« 



BUT BEFORE EMMA CAN A NS WE*. THE 
ROOM /S ONCE AGAIN PLUNGED INTO 
DARKNESS... 



WH.. WHAT 
HAPPENED. 
XALIMAR ? 



/ DON'T KNOW! 

. ... PERHAPS 
SOME INTERFER- 
ENCE FROM THE 
ASTRAL WORLD f 



NO.KALIMARf 
IT'S INTER- 
FERENCE 
FROM THE 
BLACK HOOD 



I KNOW YOU, Q AN NET 
IN SPITE OF THAT NICE 

PLAsrtc job you had 

DONE ON YOUR 
FACE! 



f ALSO KNOW YOUR RACKET -GET- 
TING THE SUCKERS TO TELL WHERE 
THEY KEEP THEIR VALUABLES -THEN 
ROBBING THEMf you ROBBED 
MRS. MARION AND K/LLED HEP 
BUTLER / 



NH 



WHAT^ 



*h 



ALL RIGHT. BLAST 
YOU/ YOU'RE ONTO 
ME, BUT YOU WON'T] 





NOW I'LL TELL YOU YOUR 
FORTUNE f IN A SHORT 
WHILE YOU'RE GOING TO 
RECEIVE SOME 

MORE CUSTOMERS- 
IN BLUE UNlFORMSf 






■h 



...AND YOU'RE 
GOING TO BE 
ASLEEP WHEN 
THE! GET HERE/ 



HIYA, 
M C GINTY 
I WAS 
EXPECT- 
ING YOUfl 



STOP, 
HOOD- 
OR I'LL 

S HOOTS, 



%1 






PAGNABlT, 
BARBARA f> 
YOU SPOILED 
MY AIM/ 



Si 



,V 



^ 



I''TJ 



1 



DONY m*gintys 
THE BLACK NOOD'J 
ON OUR SIDES, 



THE HEC/C HE ISS 
HE'S /N CAHOOTS 
WITH TH/S PHONY 

FORTUNE TELLER. 
DAGHABITf THEY 
MUSTA HAD A 
FIGHT ABOUT 

SPLITTIN' THE 

, SWAGS 



NEXT DAY AT HEADQUARTERS. .. 



ft- 



:< 



CONGRATULA TIONS 

SARGES I SEE 
M C GINTY DID IT 

AGAINS 

YEP/ AND /T 
WOULDA BEEN 
A CLEAN JOB 
IF /'D /YABBE'D 
THE BLACK HOOQ 
MPS 

V U 



KIPS WHY DON'T 
YOU GO AFTER 
THE- HOOD? /T'LL 
MEAN A PRO- 
MOTION /F YE 
CATCH HIM/ 



WELL, I DON'T KNOW 
ABOUT CATCHING H/M, 
SARGE/SUT I PROMISE 
I'LL FOLLOW HIM 
WNCRZVER HE 
GOES/ 



#■ 



• * 



/ 



( 



I 



Ji 



^-^\ 






J 






TUNE IN ON THE BLACK 
NOOO.. MUTUAL BROAD- 
CASTING SYSTEM... 




fool f eeo/orf jsaa?.' 

WHY DO YOU A/07 LOOX^ 
WHER£ YOU Afi£ 





TH0OGHT, YOU LOOK 
UK£ AN ££NT£LLtG£MT 
MAN? ...MY CAeDf 





I HAV£ r//£ N££D ^ 
0/=- /W ASSE£SrAMTj 
TO H£LP M£ ?£LL ,JT 
M V AMAZ///G \ 
PRODUC Tf WOOL b) 
YOU L/tf£ TH£ 
JOB? 




THEES LOOKS LIRE 
THE NICE TOWN/ NOW 

you ARE SORE you 

UNDERSTAND WHAT 
TO DO/ 



St, SENOR MQPOf 
/ UNDERSTAND 
PERFECTLY' 



^jr~\i 



y . 



<■>-. rail' 






TURNS THE WATER 
TO GAS-O-LEENi 

WHY WOULD ANY- 
BODY WEESH TO 
MEEA/H THE 
GASOL/NE i 



NO MORE RATION 
CARDS.' RUN YOUR 
AUTOS WEETH 

TREES Pit Li 



'£ 






MOPO SETS UP HIS WARES. 



am/sos and sucra/rs/ 
step op and get the 
seventh wonda/r of 

the world Sagas p/ll 

weech turns the 
water to gas- 
OLINE i 



/ 



HEHi 

HEN 



YOU SEE NOW 
HE DROPS MY^ 
P/LL IN THE 
WATER/ 



ROW APPLY 
THE MATCH/, 



*«* 



EEE SOME SENOP 
WEEL STEP &R t / WEEL 
PROVE MY GAS" P/LL 

WORRSi 



v* v* 



&>. 



J 



AH.. THANK 
YOU, AM/GOi 



GET WORKS? ' Jfttfl 



?/ 



v 



[<- 



,r~\ 



'-c- * ■*" 






■■:■ ( 



J ;: ?. 



Wr 



y 



+* 



9 9 



• 

iL. 



c 



BUENO ! 
YU HAVE 
ONE! 



ONE 
PULLEESE 



TWO? 

PLEASE.' 






UNO 



ONE. 



^¥7> 



I 



\ 



V 



1 1* . 



* 



I 'I 



W 



»»' 



CAR A MBA f 

PO/VOT LET 

HEEM 

ESCAPE.' 



THE FAT 
p/6 AND THE 
SMALL COCK- 
ROACH WENT 
THEES WAV. 
AMtGOSf 



0N£ 

PILL 



aWr 



&ENTLB 



TH*T. 



HIS 



*5&sr«*>2. 



THIEF 



murderer. 

DOPE! 



X 



7 PUFF '..PUFF % 

HEAP FO# 
THAT CAVE!^ 



V" 



V 






? a 



J- ' 



SUDDENLY.-. 

SENOR MOPO! 

I DO NOT TN/MX 
you APE THE 
HONEST MANf 



W 



h * 



'4. 



Jt/Rft 



QUIET !THEPE 
EES SOMEONE 
ELSE EEN THEE: 
CAVE! 



\ 



BUENOS &OS. S-eNORPf / AM *4 
ALSO THE..Efi..SVP£'# SML£$MMA 
COULD / H£IP VOOSSLL YQUP * 

PRODUCT? 






i twnk you'/?s 
copp£#s, see? 









ANP THE#£ eSS 
A VSfiY HA NO SOME 
REWARD FOX 

me//? C4PTu#ef 

Si. SENO* S/ESTA, 

HQA/esrv MVf! 






3&, soopy SlfOTH 







I'll get on t//e oppos/te 

TEAM... 7H£/fi UN/FORM /f 7//S 
SAME COLOfi A? MY UNOEfi- 
WEAK.. 7NEV WON'T NOT/CE 
THE D/EEEKENCE..I'lL Q£7 
THOSE CfiOOtf? VET' 



\ 



• 



•tot 



♦ * 1 




/'M SO&ST/TUT/NQ 
A7 MQHT GMfiDf, 

TAKE VOU# 
POS/T/O/V, f7#ETCHf\ 













LATEH... h 



HERE VOU /)#£ TLpr/lL LATE*. 



NOTHING AT ALL FOLKS... 
OFFICER/ I CAUGHT 1 LADIES AMD GEAtrsA NOTHING AT ALL.. JUST A 



/PRESENT THAT 

SUPS* -DETECT/ V£ 

ANO STAff 8$LL-PtAVER.~ 




NIMBLE BPAIN PLUS A 
SMATTEMNG — OF 
BRAWN f ^. $ 

SNOOP 



MiGOQK 



,*\\. 



ON THE 
At* 



/ 



r 



. 




At is winter again and 
tub 3 monkey-tiers a*e 

HAPPY WITH THEIR NEVV <hK\\<h? 
THEY PLAN TO HAVE FUN WITH 

THE ONE AND ONLY.r. 

STUPIDMAN-- STERN ENEMY 
OP EVIL AND WISE GUYS..' 
LET'S- SEE WHAT HAPPENS.' 



BY ED C30&&"^ 




.TUPiDMAN 
WAS REALLY, 
NUT*> TO 
TRY THAT 



BUT -- 



fi 



B©. 



s 



A 



/ LOOK WHAT 
1 I UNCOVERED' 



H 



i) 



<£>» 



CT^ 



c:>* 



WHY IT'5 A B»S 
BEAR AND HE 15 
DREAMING OP . 
PRIED CMCKEN. 



iy 



.G>f» 



i 



> 



I^ 1 



¥ * 



J^I THINK 

[ WE'D BETTER 

l^TART MOVIN", 



AW, LET'S 
HAVE SOME 
PUN : I HAVE 
AN IDEA! 



NUTfe, 1 
YEHUDI-- 
you AND 1 

VOUR 

iDEA&.'i 



AW.&EARS, SLEEP TK5HT 
WAKE&) ( AWFULLV } I WINTER ! HE WONT" WA< 



iP HE 



HE'LL &e 



IN 



r 



<* 



6. 



H 



i 



O 



/, 



(*'') 



c> 



< 









\\<2 






\ 



v. 



/ 



X 






UP- 



BORE 



UP UNJLESS, VOU YELL 
LIKE THI 



N 



h 



tk\ 



, 



-/•'•'• 









..-'■- 






o 



,(' 



1 



\\v 



s* 



^y 



s* 



WHEEE ! HAVE A 
NICE TRIP/ 



t\. 



V 



/. 



I 



/ 



s 



K 



r/" 



\ 



^ 



H 







/ 



/ 



/, 



v? 



>/ 



/. 



\ 












A 



w 



/ 



/ 



/, 



. 



/ 






■**? 



// 



THERE HE GOE9 1 
UP THE OTHER 
SIDE OP THE 
VALUEY/ 



MEY, LOOK WHO'S 
WERE- DAMIEL 
BOONE 





ANC> I DON'T WANT TO^ 
WAfcTE 'EM ---CATFISH 
VOU KNOW ' 




CATFISH 1 
WMAT DO 
VOU UfeE 
•FOR e>AIT-- 



ow.mv. no! 

. NEVER DO 
fTMAT/MERE. 
r'LL SjWOW 
YOU 






tfr- 





■TTX£ 



TT 




LOOK.' A <ITTEN ! ^ 

ME CAME UP OUT C,| 

THE WATER 





^■'^V^ 







DON'T -BE AF-RAl£» ( BOVS>' 

I'M ONLY SATHE&lNS FOOT 

PRINTS ---I S»AVE 'EM-- 

MV HOBBY, VOL) KNOW.' 




why look ' it wa9 
Stupidman dressed 
as the hermit all 

THE TIME.' 
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JveXYBODY WIN*' NOBOPY LO*e* f INTK TM# UN- C^LML CQNTg ffT «m3HT 
•J0W/4LL >CU WAV 6 TO CO i* CBNP A *lMA^*HOT CP NOUWBLF ANPA LCTT^ TELL- 
ING U» WHICH CHAX ACT BO. IN TOf-NOTCH LAUQH COM\CB \OJ UX* BBBTfANO 

WHV/ 

TH« &MT LffTTK WILL MCWVf A *7A# -0IZ*P POffTKAtT AB BHOWN ON 

rwjr OPPO&/T0 PA&er 

aDOQMBB VCUff LBTTBS TO TOP-N0TCM LACOM C0*MC4 $0 MUDtON *T. ffU 515. NXC 
*6/T MW/ OX LOB*, YOUft ~>OTU*BMLL BB WBUBMBO AB BMOWH B£LO#f 



■fiK 



INN CO. 



--~AN0 MBtZ WINNING LmTTGfLf 





<£ju*C- 



A ?&!&&&&& 



u>*£c>«^ 



0?>w^. 



™*Ay (f&JUtf 
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SMMA QZAOtCHi 
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A TRUE FACT STORY 




by the Black Hood 



WpPHRAIM, go down to the hospital and get 
me a pint of blood." 
Ephraim Littlefield, janitor of the Harvard 
Medical School, took down a quart jar from a 
ahelf in Dr. John Webster's chemical laboratory 
and asked if that would do. The Professor, a 
short rniddle-aged man, side-whiskered as be- 
fitted a gentleman of Boston in 1849, nodded. 
Lilthfi'ld, who was general man at the newly 

established institute, left; but he was unable to 
successfully fulfill his mission. That day, which 
was Thursday, November 22nd, there was no 
blond to be had nor was there any available Fri- 
day morning. Dr. Webster was chagrined. He 
needed the blood for a lecture, he said. 

Dr. George Parkman was a fairly wealthy 
man. It was he who had endowed the Medical 
School only the year before and who had gained 
Webster his place there. But Webster owed him 
money on a mortgage covering a valuable col- 
lection of minerals the chemist owned. Parkman 
was a philanthropist when he wanted to be but 
he was also a tight-fisted businessman. He be- 
lieved in collecting debts even when they were 
owed by men who had to subsist on the poor 
salaries of college professors. And it was that 
Friday morning that Webster at last notified his 
creditor that he would pay him the money that 
was due him, a matter of some four hundred 
dollars. He would settle the debt that afternoon 
at one o'clock, at his laboratory. The matter was 
known to Littlefield, who had overheard discus- 
sion of it several days before. 

Littlefield was a strange person, but typical 
lough in one matter; there is a New England 
type like him. Given to keeping their own coun- 
sel, given to certain eccentricities. He lived in 
his own quarters in the Medical School building, 
had access to the rooms and laboratories, tended 
the furnace, and kept watch on the great under- 
ground vault below wherein were thrown the 
used remains of the multifold cadavers used by 
the students in anatomy classes. Of all the men 
employed in Harvard, he alone seemed most able 
to penetrate into the foul recesses of the vaults 
amid the stench of decaying flesh. 

Parkman, a tall gaunt man, bald, with a sharp- 



ly jutting jaw, set out promptly that afternoon 
to the Webster laboratory to keep his appoint- 
men. He called in a grocery store on his way, 
nodded to several people, and was seen to enter 
the door of the college. He was never seen to 
leave, 

Now Parkman was a man of strict punctual- 
ity: when he failed to meet other appointments 
in the afternoon and failed to show up at home 
in time for supper his family became aroused 
and concerned. They notified the city marshal, 
a Mr. Tuckey, and search was Marled ;tl once. 
All night they searched and all the next day. 
Posters were sent out and a reward of 13000 
was offered for knowledge leading to either the 
finding of Parkman, his body, or his murderers. 
Dr. Webster did not hear reports of his credit- 
or's strange absence until they appeared in the 
papers several days later. He immediately went 
to the Parkman family, telling them that he was 
the party with whom the missing man had had 
his appointment. 

Parkman had come to his laboratory as ex- 
pected, Dr. Webster went on; he had been paid 
to cash on the spot by the chemist, had given 
Webster the cancelled I.O.U., and had immedi- 
ately left in order to go to Cambridge to dis- 
charge the mortgage. That was the last that Web- 
ster had seen of him. 

Professor Webster seamed much worried 
about the disappearance; he realized that sus- 
picion was bound to fall upon him since he 
was the last man known actually to have seen 
Parkman and it was a fact that Parkman was a 
hard creditor who had hounded Webster severe- 
ly. Littlefield told people of a severe argument 
that the two doctors had had only a few days 
prior to the disappearance; harsh words had 
been spoken on both sides and Parkman had 
threatened to sue for the money. 

Police officers arrived Tuesday afternoon to 
search the building. They had determined to go 
over the place from top to bottom, hoping to find 
some sign that might point to the fate of the 
hnissing man. They found the janitor outside and 
made him accompany them. 

They searched the place, starting with the up- 



tuln rooma and th« basement including Little- 
field'* own chambers where, unknown to the jan- 
itor, they went through his clothes. Then they 
went to Webster's laboratory, but it was locked. 
They pounded and finally the chemist opened 
the door. He let them in and the men made for 
the professor's back private laboratory but were 

warned away. „ 

"I keep my explosives and acids there. 

The officer changed his mind abruptly. He had 
no desire to be sent to kingdom come by any ac- 
cidental fumbling with violent chemicals. 'Then 
they went to the professor's basement labor- 
atory; there was a small corner door leading to 
the tiny chamber which was the professors 
privy. This they failed to investigate. Below this 
privy were the vaults wherein the wastes from 
the professor's experiments fell. 

When the officers left, Littlefield slipped back 
to the door of the laboratory. He drew a knife 
and crouched down beside the door but the. noise 
of someone else in the building coming his way 
distracted him and he went away. 

The next day Littlefield continued his actions. 
He tried looking under the door and watching 
the professor at work; he could see the chemist s 
feet moving near the assay furnace which was a 
part of his laboratory equipment but he could 
make out nothing further. Testing the walls out- 
side the location of the furnace he confirmed that 
it was in operation. 

Later that day. when Webster had left, Little- 
field pried artfund and finally forced his way 
into the laboratory-by-wry-of a back window. 
He saw that the furnace indeed had been in 
heavy use the past few days but that was not 
a new discovery. He found several suspicious 
wet spots on the stairs leading to Webster s base- 
ment and to his back room (the one where ex- 
plosives were supposed to have been stored). 

These tasted to him like acid. 

It turned out that these spots were from a 

classroom test of the chemist's. 

Thanksgiving Day found Littlefield again 
prowling around the deserted college building. 
He was in the cellar opposite the wall of Web- 
ster's basement. He had started to try to dig into 
the back of the chemist's privy which he had 
failed to get into otherwise. For several hours 
he pried bricks loose but it was a thick wall. 

He worked on his sinister project most of the 
afternoon, using crowbar, chisel and hammer, he 
removed brick after brick and finally broke 



through.. He rested a moment and tried to get a 
light through the small hole to see what was in- 
side the professor's privy chamber. 

Water was running in the sink. The first thing 
his light fell on were parts of a human leg and 
a section of pelvis. He withdrew immediately, 
went out and notified the City Marshal. 

The searching party from the police immedi- 
ately went back with him, viewed the bits of 
body, got into the laboratory and investigated the 
furnace. Littlefield put in his hand and drew 
from the ashes a piece of charred bone. 

Webster was seized at his home and arrested 
that night. He denied everything but gave him- 
self away when he tried to commit suicide by 
swallowing a strychnine pill he had been carry- 
ing around. His effort failed. He still denied 
his guilt but after a long trial was convicted. 
Other bones were taken out of the sealed vault 
and part of the torso was found in a metal con- 
tainer in Webster's chambers. 

At last the little chemist confessed. 
He had not had the money to pay his threat- 
ening creditor and when Parkman had come to 
his laboratory that fatal afternoon, he had told 
him so. A fight ensued, during which Webster 
struck the philanthropist with a club and killed 

him. , 

The mild, generally meek, professor there- 
upon locked the doors of his laboratories, took 
the documents of debt from the dead man s 
pockets, dragged the body into his back room 
and undressed it. He burned the clothes in his 
furnace and set about dissecting the body with 
as little concern as if he were demonstrating be- 
fore a class room. It was not easy to get rid of 
the pieces because his assay furnace was small 
and would not take large sections. Some parts he 
squeezed down the privy drain; others he stowed 
away in the sink under running water until he 
could attend to burning them later. The whole 
process had taken a week and he had not de- 
termined how to dispose of the parts that the jan- 
itor uncovered, nor of the heavy mass of the 

John Webster was hanged August 30th, 1850. 
To his death he denied that the affair had been 
premeditated. But there is one thing unsolved, 
the question of for what purpose he intended 
to use 'the pint of blood he sent Littlefield out to 
obtain the day before the murder. Webster never 
had any use for blood in his work. It has never 
been explained. 
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